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April, 4 2013 

The Bristol Bay region of Alaska is one of the planet’s most pristine and prolific ecosystems. In 
addition, it is the historic home of the area’s three distinct cultural traditions: Eskimo, Aleut, and 
Athabascan. For thousands of years, the vast resources of the Bay have sustained the people and 
shaped the customs of the Alaska Native villages whose lifeblood is the Bristol Bay fishery. 

In an effort to capture and preserve the voices, views, and values of the people who depend upon 
these resources, Bristol Bay Native Corporation (BBNC) invited its shareholders to document, 
through personal videos, the people, places and cultural practices most important to them. All 
footage was shot on one day: October 15, 2011. 

Sixty-two entries were submitted from as far away as Chignik Lake, a tiny traditional village of 
69, to Dillingham, the region’s largest community and hub for services and supplies, as 
shareholders of all ages took part in this innovative competition. 

BBNC is proud to share the resulting film with you. The themes and experiences documented 
here are singular and unique, but they echo concerns and struggles of indigenous peoples around 
the globe. 

We hope you enjoy BBNC’s “Day in Our Bay: Voices and Views From Bristol Bay.” 

Sincerely, 

 

Jason Metrokin 
President & CEO 
Bristol Bay Native Corporation 
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Background Information 
 
Contest broadens dialogue on issues facing Bristol Bay region 
Resulting video showcases views, values of Bristol Bay shareholders 

In late September 2011, Bristol Bay Native Corporation (BBNC) gave away video cameras to its 
shareholders as part of “Day in Our Bay,” a community video event that has given Bristol Bay 
residents an innovative way to share their views with the world. 

The project encouraged shareholders to document their lives and feelings about their land on a 
single day: October 15, 2011. “We wanted to do something special for our 40th anniversary, and 
this project provided a unique opportunity for Alaskans who live in the Bristol Bay region to 
share their voices and values with the world,” said BBNC President and CEO Jason Metrokin. 
“We are a region that is facing the potential of monumental change, so it’s never been more 
important for Alaskans and people worldwide to get a better understanding of who we are.” 

Professional videographers traveled to 12 Bristol Bay communities, and taught video workshops 
to participants prior to the October 15 event. Entries were judged on multiple levels, and looked 
for originality, sincerity, content and creativity. Along the way, the video mentors filmed 
interviews and documented the process. 

The final video was crafted from more than 70 hours of footage captured by 62 shareholders and 
11 video mentors from 14 different villages across the Bristol Bay region. It premiered at the 
Anchorage International Film Festival to a sold-out crowd on December 2, 2011. In attendance 
were the project’s five grand prize winners, who were flown in to attend the film’s debut 
screening. 

For more information, visit www.dayinourbay.org. 

 

### 

http://dayinourbay.org/
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“Day in Our Bay” Fact Sheet 

“Day in Our Bay” is a collaborative digital storytelling project that showcases the results of Bristol Bay 
Shareholders who documented a day in their own lives. Shareholders were given a video camera to 
participate in a region-wide shoot on October 15, 2011. From Clarks Point, the region’s smallest 
community of 62, to Dillingham, a city of almost 2,500, shareholders of all ages took part in this 
innovative competition. 

How many participants were there? 

62 BBNC shareholders took part in the “Day in Our Bay” project. 

What did grand prize winners receive? 

Grand prize winners received airfare and accommodations in Anchorage to attend the premier of the “Day 
in Our Bay” movie, Honorable Mentions received $250, and all participants received a copy of the final 
movie on DVD. 

Where did the film premier? 

“Day on Our Bay” premiered at the Anchorage International Film Festival to a sold-out crowd on 
December 2, 2011. 
 
Additional screening info: 

Past screenings include:: 

- Alaska Forum on the Environment 2012 
- Alaska Ocean Film Festival 2012 
- Skagway Arts Council 4th Annual Winter Weekend Film Festival 2012 
- Festival of Native Arts Film Festival 2012 
- American Documentary Film Festival 2012  
- Indie Spirit Film Festival 2012 (April 19-22) 
- Awareness Festival  (April 19-22) 
- Black Hills Film Festival 2012 (May 12-15) 
- Santa Cruz Film Festival (May 10-19) 
- Dreamspeakers Film Festival 2012 (June 1) 
- BLUE Ocean Film Festival  (September 24-30) 
- All Roads Film Festival 2012 (September 26-30) 
- Port Townsend Film Festival (September 21-23) 
- Toyota Malibu Film Festival (Sept 22-23) 
- United Nations Association Film Festival 2012 (October 18-28) 
- SVA Ethnological Society (November 14-18) 



DAY IN OUR BAY: 
VOICES & VIEWS from Bristol Bay 

A project of Bristol Bay Native Corporation 

 

 

- American Indian Film Festival (November 2-10) 
- Puerto Rico International Film Festival (November 30 – December 22) 

What are video mentors? 

Professional videographers were sent to communities that requested them as video mentors to provide 
training on how to use the cameras, framing shots, using available light and sound, and general education 
on using film as a medium for self expression. 

How many were sent to villages? 

11 video mentors were hosted at 11 villages in the region, ranging from the smallest, Clarks Point, to the 
largest, Dillingham. Overall, footage was obtained from a total of 14 Bristol Bay communities. 

How many cameras went out? 

158 cameras were sent to qualified BBNC shareholders in the region. 

What villages did footage come from? 

Aleknagik, Chignik Lake, Clarks Point, Dillingham, Ekwok, Kanakanak, Kokhanok, Koliganek, 
Manakotak, Naknek, New Stuyahok and Togiak. 

What villages hosted mentors? 

Clarks Point, Dillingham, Aleknagik, Manakotak, Togiak, Naknek, Chignik Lake, Ekwok, New 
Stuyahok, Koliganek and Kokhanok. 

What type of camera was given to participants?  

Kodak PlaySport cameras were used for the project.  

How many hours of footage were collected? 

Almost 100 hours of footage were edited down to produce the final 15-minute film. 

What was the length of the final film? 

15 minutes 45 seconds 

What are your future plans for the project and the film? 

We are submitting the footage to film festivals around the country. Additionally, footage not used in the 
film is being reviewed to identify new opportunities to share stories and experiences from Bristol Bay. 
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Bios 

Grand Prize Winners 

Roger Wassillie – Togiak, AK 
Roger Wassillie makes his living as a commercial fisherman in Bristol Bay, and also works part time as a 
substitute teacher in Togiak School. In his free time, he carves ivory, coaxing intricate expressions out of 
this beautiful and organic medium. Roger has lived in Bristol Bay his entire life. 
   
In his winning entry, Roger filmed himself while carving ivory, and captured  images of his father, his 
village and some Native techniques for preserving Bristol Bay salmon — a time-honored method utilized 
by the indigenous peoples of Alaska.   
 
Peducia Andrew – Kokhanok, AK 
Peducia Andrew is a member of the Kokhanok Village Council, and works as a utility clerk for Kokhanok 
Utilities. She fishes, picks berries and works with fish as a part of her traditional subsistence lifestyle.   
She was born in Bristol Bay in 1953, and has lived there since.   
 
In her winning entry, Peducia follows her grandson, Alex Nielsen, as he hunts for spruce hens. Both 
speak about the importance of their traditional lifestyle from their standpoints of elder and youth.  
 
Alannah Hurley – Dillingham, AK 
Alannah Hurley is a grassroots organizer for Trout Unlimited, who was born in Dillingham and raised in 
Clarks Point. After leaving Alaska to attend college, she graduated from the University of New Mexico in 
Albuquerque; she now resides in Dillingham year-round.  
 
In her winning entry, Alannah features images of children performing traditional dances, her 
grandmother practicing a traditional dance, and her family and friends as they speak about what is 
important to them.  
 
Roy Andrew – Kokhanok, AK 
Roy Andrew is an Environmental Coordinator for the Kokhanok Village Council. He has lived in Bristol 
Bay since he was born in 1964. Roy graduated from the University of Alaska in 2006 with a BA in 
history and a minor in anthropology, and his hobbies include carpentry, traveling, commercial/subsistence 
fishing, gaming and watching movies.  
 
In his winning entry, Roy shares his passion for turning scrap wood, found along the beaches of his 
village, into furniture and other beautiful, functional objects.  
 
Tim Wonhola Sr. – New Stuyahok, AK 
Tim Wonhola is a true Native artisan: he crafts ulu’s (a traditional Alaska Native knife) by hand, and 
builds wooden sleds out of birch, mahogany or oak. The sleds are truly built to last: they are used by dog 
mushers or for hauling loads across the frozen tundra during the winter months. Tim has spent his entire 
life in the Bristol Bay region, and is protective of its resources and the cultures of its inhabitants. 
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In his winning entry, Tim films himself as he speaks about the importance of voicing our concerns about 
the environment as well as things that might impact it. He speaks to the younger generations growing up 
in Bristol Bay, about how different life is for them.  
 
Crew 

Executive Producer – Bristol Bay Native Corporation (BBNC) 

BBNC is one of 13 Regional Corporations formed under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of 
1971. The corporation serves more than 9,000 Eskimo, Aleut and Athabascan shareholders who have 
ancestral ties to the Bristol Bay region. BBNC’s mission is “Enriching our Native way of life,” and one of 
its core values is to celebrate and preserve the region’s Alaska Native cultures and their link to the land.  

Project Manager 

“Day in Our Bay” program manager Andria Agli is the Director of Shareholder and Corporate 
Communications, and has been with BBNC since 1995. She is a BBNC shareholder who grew up in 
South Naknek, and has held a variety of positions within the executive team; her knowledge and 
understanding of the corporation as well as broad understanding of the history of the Bristol Bay Region 
are invaluable resources. Andria has overseen the development of all internal and external 
communications, and has been an integral part of keeping the messaging focused and relevant to the 
BBNC brand.  

In addition to management of BBNC’s communications, Andria directs shareholder relations, benefits and 
services; corporate contributions; and corporate/shareholder events. She is an active member of numerous 
charitable and cultural non-profits, including the Alaska Humanities Forum and the BBNC Education 
Foundation.  

Producer/Director 

Mary Katzke, founder of Affinityfilms, Inc., has produced more than 30 documentaries and feature films 
over the course of her career. She graduated from the University of Texas at Austin with a degree in 
Radio Television and Film, as well as New York University's Graduate Tisch School of the Arts with an 
MFA in Writing and Directing Film and Television.  

Editor 

Taylor Segrest is a writer and filmmaker based in Los Angeles, CA. He most recently wrote, co-produced 
and co-edited the award-winning film, DARWIN. Taylor is a contributing editor for Documentary 
magazine. As a principal of Cinelixir, he has consulted a full range of independent documentary 
filmmakers at every stage of the process. He has lectured at the University of California, Los Angeles, 
and University of Southern California, and is the digital media director of Comedy Central Stage, the 
development studio for Comedy Central.  
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Original Soundtrack 

Petla Noden, whose original music and vocals provided the basis for the film’s theme, is a BBNC 
shareholder from Dillingham. The “Day in Our Bay” project was his first feature project. The melody was 
based on his Yup’ik heritage as well as his Russian Orthodox religion, which is widely practiced in the 
region. He is a subsistence hunter and fisherman, and was raised on a traditional diet of fish, moose and 
other game. Petla hopes that his contribution to the film will help raise awareness about Bristol Bay and 
protect it for future generations.  

Composer Brian Satterwhite, of Nuance Music, graduated from the Berklee College of Music in Boston, 
Massachusetts, earning a BA in Music with dual majors in film scoring and composition. Among honors 
awarded was the Scholarship Award for Excellence in Music Composition and the Robert Share Award in 
Film Scoring which acknowledges the top film scoring student of the year. Brian has been scoring music 
for films for over 17 years. 

Video Mentors 

Eleven video mentors were flown to villages across the region to teach shareholders the basics of 
filmmaking for the “Day in Our Bay” project. Topics included framing shots, utilizing sound and 
capturing meaningful images. These mentors helped residents express their voices and views through a 
format that was new to some of them, and allowed BBNC to capture video that accurately represents the 
people of Bristol Bay. 

Carl Battreall 

Carl’s photography has been published in books, magazines and calendars throughout the world, and his 
cinematography has been used in documentaries that have been screened in North America, Europe and 
Australia. Carl is the winner of the 2007 Daniel Housberg Wilderness Image Award and the 2008 
Rasmuson Artist Fellowship. 

Nathaniel Chambers  

Nathaniel has over a decade of experience, and his work has taken him from the island life of the 
Caribbean to guiding in North America’s remote wilderness. He is currently a freelance graphic designer, 
writer, photographer and videographer based out of Seward, Alaska. 

Laura Ganis  

Laura was a video mentor for seven high school students from across the country on PBS’s “The Ride,” 
in which they traveled together across the country in a motorhome. The young people, armed with video 
cameras, shot stories about kids their own age — from an aspiring writer on the Pine Ridge Indian 
Reservation in South Dakota to youth trying to escape gang life in Chicago. Working for three years on 
MTV’s “The Real World” and Disney Channel’s “Bug Juice,” Laura has shot in diverse locations, from 
Tijuana, Mexico, to a summer camp in Maine. 
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Brice Habeger 

Brice’s films have shown at festivals throughout the Northwest. He produces and directs, and works on 
feature films shooting in Alaska. In 2011, he was awarded a Bronze from the Higher Education Marketing 
Report for work done for the University of Alaska Southeast.  

Todd Hardesty  

Todd has produced over two dozen documentaries about Alaska’s unique places and people, and his work 
has been featured on the Discovery Channel. Recent projects include filming the Yukon River Intertribal 
Watershed Council gathering as well as a ski-plane adventure on the glaciers of Mount McKinley. Todd’s 
work has won him a national Emmy award for coverage of the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race. In addition 
to his work in Alaska, he has traveled to Sudan twice to film the work of American doctors in local 
villages. 

D.K. Johnston  

D.K.’s love of film began at the age of 10, when he bought his first video camera. In high school he 
worked to hone his skills, and in 2004 he began producing shorts, local ads and feature length projects. 
D.K. obtained his undergraduate in Journalism from the University of Alaska Anchorage (UAA), and 
received his MFA in Film Production from the New York Film Academy. D.K. returned to Alaska to 
continue his career in film and television production.  

Dan Lee 

A lifelong Alaskan, Dan has been using the camera since a young age. He grew up with a love for the 
outdoors and Alaska. After leaving high school, Dan joined the military, and was deployed to Iraq three 
times. Upon discharge, Dan studied Journalism at UAA and Film at Ithaca College. For the last several 
years, Dan has worked as a freelancer, covering feature films, commercials, the Iditarod and the Alaska 
Federation of Natives Convention. 

Zak Melms 

Zak first picked up a camera in elementary school. Following this passion, he went on to graduate with a 
degree in Film and Photography from Montana State University in Bozeman. Zak has shot documentaries 
and films in some of Alaska’s most remote locations. He’s hung out of airplanes at negative 50 degrees, 
endured all-nighters in the rain in late November, managed gear shipments to and from villages, and shot 
more commercials than he can count. Most recently, Zak worked on a documentary about the Tetlin 
National Wildlife Refuge, spending months getting to know the residents of villages in the area. 

Chris Scarafile 

Chris’s passion for film production began at age 15, when he hijacked the family camcorder to produce 
modern adaptations of classical literature. With a film degree from Rochester Institute of Technology, and 
hands-on experience with everything from feature narratives and documentaries, to aerial, underwater and 
time lapse photography, Chris’s work covers all aspects of cinematography.  
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Beth Skabar  

Beth graduated from Ohio University with a BS in Visual Communications. After teaching spoken 
English in rural India for six months, she moved to Alaska, and has been telling stories visually since. 
After working with an Alaska Native-owned news organization as a designer and photojournalist, Beth 
has embraced cinematography as a new way to express herself.  

Tom Trainor  

Tom grew up in Unalakleet, Alaska, and attended UAA and the Seattle Film Institute. During his 10 years 
in the film industry, he has worked out of Seattle, Los Angeles, New York City and Anchorage, and his 
cinematography has been featured on CNN Presents, Dateline NBC, National Geographic, nationally 
aired programs and several short films. 
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Media Contact 

Carmell Engebretson 

Communications Specialist, Bristol Bay Native Corporation 

(907) 278-3602 

cengebretson@bbnc.net 

 

Andria Agli  

Vice President, Shareholder & Corporate Relations, Bristol Bay Native Corporation 

(907) 278-3602 

aagli@bbnc.net 
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Kurtis Ishnook in Koliganek films in front of his table of tools.
photo by Brice Habeger / Bristol Bay Native Corporation



In Manokotak, Arline Franklin films her sister and brother while teaching her daughter about 
preparing “mouse food,” which is a root that tastes like a potato. On the table is a goose thawing
out for the next day’s soup.
photo by Laura Ganis/ Bristol Bay Native Corporation



Roy Kusegta films at a spiritual gathering and community potluck at the Manokotak school.
photo by Laura Ganis/ Bristol Bay Native Corporation



Julia Brandon knits at the Ekwok local post office, which serves the population of 115 villagers and is 
often a hub for community news.
photo by Nathaniel Chambers/ Bristol Bay Native Corporation



Toby, grandson of Day in Our Bay contest winner Timothy Wonhola, Sr., peers out a window in 
New Stuyahok.
photo by Carl Battreall / Bristol Bay Native Corporation



Peter N
eketa show

s a m
ask he carved

 in N
ew

 Stuyahok, A
laska.

p
hoto b

y C
arl B

attreall / B
ristol B

ay N
ative C

orp
oration



A
urora G

eorg
e, an eld

er in C
larks Point, p

ractices trad
itional 

g
rass b

asket w
eaving

.
p

hoto b
y Zak M

elm
s/ B

ristol B
ay N

ative C
orp

oration


	Social MediaCover_v3.pdf
	Opening letter_v5.pdf
	Backgrounder press release_7.pdf
	Background Information
	Contest broadens dialogue on issues facing Bristol Bay region
	Resulting video showcases views, values of Bristol Bay shareholders

	DIOB_Fact Sheet_v18.pdf
	Combined bios_v12.pdf
	DIOB_Cordova Article.pdf
	DIOB_Media Contacts_v5.pdf
	Press Release Images_captions.pdf

